CRUCIFIXION
" And they were instant with loud voices, requiring that he might be crucified. And the voices of them and of the chief priests prevailed.
" And Pilate gave sentence that it should be as they required.
" And he released unto them him that for sedition and murder was cast into prison, whom, they had desired; but he delivered Jesus to their will.
"When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am innocent of the blood of this just person : see ye to it.
" Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and on our children."
How nobly stands out this Roman against the Jews who clamoured for the death of Jesus. He would have saved him had he been able. He too had tried to learn what truth was.
"Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.
" Pilate saith unto him. What is truth ? And when he had said this, he went out again unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in him no fault at all."
He knew the difficulty, the necessity.    "What is truth ?"    He   asked, not   jestingly   but   longingly.
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